
 

 

SPECIAL SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 

MINUTES 
Thursday, October 20, 2022 

Groveland Town Hall 
183 Main Street, Back Hall Conference Room 

Groveland, MA 01834 
 
Members present: Edward Watson, Jason Naves, Kathleen Kastrinelis, Daniel MacDonald, Mark 
Parenteau  
Others present: Rebecca Oldham, Lynne Stanton, Richard Fitzgerald, Mrs. Fitzgerald 
 
Chairman Watson opened the meeting at 6:03PM. Roll call vote: Selectman MacDonald, yes; 
Selectman Kastrinelis, yes; Selectmen Parenteau, yes; Selectman Naves, nay, Selectman Watson, 
yes 
 
Chairman Watson made a motion to enter into executive session in accordance with M.G.L. c. 
30A, sec. 21(a)(1) – to discuss the discipline or dismissal of a public employee/official and not 
return to Open Session. Roll call vote to enter Executive Session. Roll call vote: Selectman 
MacDonald, yes; Selectman Kastrinelis, yes; Selectmen Parenteau, yes; Selectman Naves, nay, 
Selectman Watson, yes 
 
Chairman Watson asked Lynne Stanton to explain the recommendation for dismissal.  
 
Lynne Stanton explained the interaction with the employee. Discussed the employee’s 
unwillingness to follow direction. Spoke about experience with van trips. Spoke about the van 
maintenance and repair issues. Stated that no employee improvement program would be helpful 
and therefore recommended the Board vote to dismiss. 
 
Selectman MacDonald asked, is it reasonable to inquire about routes and the height of the can in 
his role? Was there any unfair question that you determined unreasonable and argumentative? 
 
Lynne responded, yes, I do believe those questions are reasonable. But to contact the dealer after 
the staff had taken care of the issue is excessive. Reiterated the employee also took the initiative 
to contact Amesbury Chevrolet about making further inspections without being given the 
authority to do so. 
 
Mr. Fitzgerald read his written statement. See written statement attached to these minutes.   
 
Selectman Kastrinelis stated that she hears what is being said but that we need to be mindful of 
the bigger picture. We have had much turnover in the COA, and we are trying to establish some 
stability. Maybe we wait and pause before we act. I do not believe Mr. Fitzgerald did anything 
awful. But there is a hierarchy and there is a level or respect, and everything must go through the 
Director.  
 
Mr. Fitzgerald stated that his biggest concern was vehicle safety. But that also the rules of the 
town mandate that the Director cannot dismiss an employee without cause.  
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Selectman Kastrinelis stated as an ‘employee at will’ there does not need to be cause. Are you 
here because you want to continue in this job? 
 
Mr. Fitzgerald answered yes.  
 
Selectman MacDonald asked were you told not to worry about it, the van? 
 
Mr. Fitzgerald answered no.  
 
Selectmen MacDonald stated there is diplomacy and you should be able to disagree with the boss 
but there is tact. Were you concerned 100% about the van? Or was there something else?  
 
Mr. Fitzgerald stated, is there a clash of personalities? There appears to be. I was overzealous in 
pushing a safety issue. But it was first and foremost the safety of the riders and my concerns 
were not being taking seriously. 
 
Selectmen MacDonald asked Mr. Fitzgerald if he would you do anything differently. 
 
Mr. Fitzgerald stated yes, I would have put it in writing to the Board of Selectmen, Town 
Administrator and COA Director and Chair stating the vehicle should not be driven until the 
safety issues were resolved. I would have established a paper trail of my concerns.  
 
Lynne stated that once we heard there was a check engine light, we took it to get addressed. 
Safety is paramount. That was not pushed off or delayed.  
 
Chairman Watson questioned why the van was brought to a local repair shop when the vehicle is 
under warranty. The vehicle should also have a GPS in the vehicle.  
 
Lynne stated each driver has a phone that has GPS on it, and they use google maps. We also 
brought it to Dave Martin because we wanted to get the issue resolved quickly.  
 
Selectman MacDonald made a motion to retain Richard Fitzgerald and those disagreements will 
remain in the past.  
 
Selectman Kastrinelis offered a friendly amendment to retain Richard Fitzgerald and note we 
have documented this meeting and expect there to be a positive change. 
 
Selectman MacDonald accepted the amendment. Selectman Kastrinelis seconded the motion.  
Roll call vote: Selectman MacDonald, yes; Selectman Kastrinelis, yes; Selectmen Parenteau, yes; 
Selectman Naves, nay, Selectman Watson, yes. 
 
Selectman Naves stated that the personality conflict will remain and therefore cannot support 
reinstating Mr. Fitzgerald.   
 
Motion to adjourn at 7:26PM. Roll call vote: Selectman MacDonald, yes; Selectman Kastrinelis, 
yes; Selectmen Parenteau, yes; Selectman Naves, yes, Selectman Watson, yes.  
 
Minutes Respectfully Submitted by Rebecca Oldham  










